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Shanghai, May 26 2011
It is a great honour for me on behalf of IFOAM, the world peak body for organic agriculture, to be here at the opening of Biofach China in 2011
Organic is The Fastest Growing Agricultural Based Industry in the World

The growth in the markets for organic product sales continues to increase and defy the global market slowdown in many countries. The information presented at Biofach in February this year (2011) showed that 160 countries collected certified organic data in 2009 compared to 86 countries that collected certified organic data in 2000.

The global value of certified organic market sales was US $54.9 billion in 2009. The USA became the largest market with a value of $26.6 billion followed by the European Union with $26 billion.

The comparison with the global organic sales of $33.2 billion in 2005 and $15.2 billion in 1999 shows a consistent trend of a high rate of growth.

Japan and China are widely regarded as the next biggest markets with various estimates of their value.

According to the latest figures from FiBL and IFOAM, China has the world’s 3rd largest area under organic production, equal to the USA,  and has the largest area of organic aquaculture in the world.

It is important to note that three of the four big markets are in the Asia Pacific region. If we add major organic markets like Australia, New Zealand, Korea, Singapore, Taiwan, Canada and Hong Kong we can see organics is no longer a niche in the Asia Pacific region. It is a high value market with good returns along the whole supply chain.

I am please to see that Biofach China continues to expand. Every year the number of exhibitors increase showing the importance of this fast growing sector in our region.
The members of IFOAM voted for our next Organic World Congress to be in Korea in 2011. This the first time that it will be in Asia. It will be an opportunity for the whole organic world to come to Asia and see the incredible opportunities and diversity that is offered.

Members of the Korean organising committee are here and I would ask everybody to come to the IFOAM stand to learn more about the Congress. 

On behalf of IFOAM, I wish that you have another  prosperous and rewarding Biofach China. IFOAM is proud to support Biofach.

Thank you

Andre Leu

IFOAM Vice President
